Artists Collective | Syartanﬁurg

continued from Page 15

lective,” he says. “I love the ACS and the
community of artists. It is a hidden gem and
deserves more recognition.”

The Artists Collective | Spartanburg,
located on W. Main Street, provides a forum
and home for the arts and creative popula-
tion of Spartanburg, providing facilities
and services to artist members for exhibits,
performances and creation.

For further information check our SC
Institutional Gallery listings or visit (artist-
scollectivespartanburg.org).

Work by Andy Donnan

Artist Collective | Spartanburg, SC,
Features Works by Robyn Crawford

The Artist Collective | Spartanburg in
Spartanburg, SC, will present Sea God-
desses: Divas of the Deep, featuring mixed
media works by Robyn Crawford, on view
in Galleryll, from Nov. 5 - 30,2024.

When North Carolina artist Robyn Craw-
ford began creating works for her upcoming
exhibition at the Artists Collective | Spar-
tanburg, Sea Goddesses: Divas of the Deep,
she wanted viewers to explore connections
“between humanity and the sea.”

Since the devastation caused by Hur-
ricane Helene on Sept. 27, the exhibition
has taken on a much deeper meaning as she
saw neighbors lose so much. Her own home
was flooded, and she lost a body of work as
floods washed away the gallery in which it
was housed in Asheville.

“The destruction and loss of life in
this region has been immeasurable,” says
Crawford, who lives in Hendersonville,
NC. “People are still missing. My home
flooded, and I had a body of work that was
represented in a gallery in the River Arts
District in Asheville. It was completely lost.
Covered in toxic mud or washed down the
river. This gallery also housed a classroom
where I did quite a bit of my teaching. It has
been devastating in so many ways.”

“The irony of me working on a show of
water deities when so much of my work
and livelihood were just destroyed by water
is not lost on me,” she adds. “I think water
needs to be honored and respected now
more than ever.”

Crawford will host an artist’s recep-
tion from 4-8pm, on Nov. 14, during the
Collective’s Holiday Artisan Market. She
will be on hand to discuss her work. She
also will have a special 8x10 matted print,
“Shared Love,” for sale for $35. The origi-
nal, produced for her two-person exhibit in
February in Spartanburg, was destroyed in
the Asheville gallery flood.

Work by Robyn Crawford

“I will use the proceeds to help rebuild
my body of work as well as to rejoin the
River Arts District Artists Association and
stay a part of a community that needs to
rebuild itself,” she says.

A second artist’s reception will be held
from 5-8pm, on Nov. 21, as part of Spartan-
burg ArtWalk. The receptions and exhibi-
tion viewing are free and open to the public.
The 20 pieces in the show will be offered
for purchase with prices ranging from $20
to $2,200.

“By weaving together stories from
various traditions, this exhibition celebrates
both cultural diversity and shared human
experiences,” says Crawford, gallery man-
ager and vice president of the Art League
of Henderson County. “The use of radiant,
translucent materials highlights the mysti-
cism, depth and ethereal beauty of these
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deities, offering an abstract interpretation of
ancient legends.

“Through these artworks, I invite you to
explore the connection between humanity
and the sea and honor the timeless role of
water goddesses as guardians of life, trans-
formation and renewal,” she continues.

“The sea has long symbolized journeys —
both physical and spiritual,” Crawford says.
“From ancient sailors exploring unknown
lands to modern metaphors of personal
growth, the sea represents the journey to
self-discovery, spiritual awakening and
transformation. It invites us to venture
beyond our comfort zones into new realms
of understanding.”

“This exhibit brings to life the powerful
and enchanting sea goddesses from cultures
around the world, symbolizing the univer-
sal reverence for water and its life-giving,
transformative power,” she adds. “Each
piece, crafted from crystals, glass, and resin,
reflects the interplay of strength and fragil-
ity, capturing the fluidity and brilliance of
the ocean.”

“My energetic wall sculptures can bring
a tranquil energy into any space.”

Crawford says her color palate for the
pieces in the exhibition “is definitely a wa-
tery one. Blues, greens, golds, turquoise and
silvers abound along with a lot of sparkle
and reflection. Each work is accompanied
by the background and story of each god-
dess and what stones and crystals highlight
her in the piece.”

She explains that she is “fascinated by
other cultures and loves learning about their
rituals and beliefs. Visitors will hopefully
learn something they didn’t know before
and appreciate these multicultural stories as
well. In many mythologies, the sea is linked
to goddesses and feminine deities, symbol-
izing fertility, creation and nurturing forces.
The sea gives and sustains life while also
possessing untamed power. This connec-
tion evokes a sense of reverence for nature’s
cyclical and generative forces, I hope others
will feel that, too.”

For Crawford, the exhibition is “an ongo-
ing exploration of creating goddesses in the
abstract using mixed media. This particular
series is the culmination of several months’
work. Each piece takes weeks to create
layer by layer. I have several pieces in pro-
cess at any given time.”

“My work is often described as mesmer-
izing and tranquil,” she adds. “Some can
feel the energy of the stones while others
just get lost in the reflection and sparkle.”

Crawford, a native of Newbury, MA,
says growing up on the coast of that state
gave her an appreciation of the sea. “The
beach has always been a magical, awesome
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place. When I started researching ‘God-
desses’ for an earlier solo show, I was drawn
to the water deities,” she says. “I knew it
was time to do the ‘deep dive’ and create a
body of work around these sovereigns of
the sea. The sea is ever-changing - calm one
moment, tempestuous the next - just like
life. Like waves, we face periods of calm
and turbulence, and the sea can teach us
resilience and adaptability.”

A mixed media artist who “is always
exploring and playing with multiple me-
diums and developing techniques of my
own,” Crawford says her current obses-
sions are a combination of acrylic, alcohol
inks, resin, stones, crystals and other found
objects. “My work celebrates the unique
beauty of color and combines the shimmer
and sparkle of crystals for an unforgettable
visual experience. I strive to create pieces
that evoke emotion, beauty and spirit. By
promoting the joy of exploration, I hope my
work will inspire the viewer to appreciate
the color and luminescence of crystals and
the elusive essence of the magic of light.”

Crawford studied at Emerson College,
Massachusetts College of Art and Rochester

Artists Collective

Institute of Technology’s School of Photo-
graphic Arts and Sciences. She has been a
mixed media artist, photographer, teacher
and creativity coach for over 30 years and
has exhibited work throughout the Caroli-
nas. She uses her own images, clay, acrylics,
mosaic, handmade papers, hot glass, metal,
resin, crystals and more to create intensely
colorful pieces of work that “connects her to
spirit,” she says.

“I am very excited to be given the op-
portunity to exhibit my work at the Artists
Collective | Spartanburg,” Crawford says.
“Being a member of the Collective is very
much like being in a big family of artists. It
is truly an organization of people helping
and supporting each other’s artistic journeys
in so many ways.”

The Artists Collective | Spartanburg,
located on W. Main Street, provides a forum
and home for the arts and creative popula-
tion of Spartanburg, providing facilities
and services to artist members for exhibits,
performances and creation.

For further information check our SC
Institutional Gallery listings or visit (artist-
scollectivespartanburg.org).

Spartanburg,

SC, Offers Holiday Artisan Market

The Artists Collective | Spartanburg, in
Spartanburg, SC, will present Its Annual
Holiday Artisan Market, on view in the
Solomon Gallery, from Nov. 5 through Dec.
28,2024. Receptions will be held on Nov.
21 and Dec. 19, from 5-8pm, as part of the
Spartanburg ArtWalk. Many of the member
artists will be on site to greet visitors and
will be available to talk about their work.

Looking ahead at the holidays, do you
often think you’d like to give unique gifts
— one-of-a-kind pieces that the recipient
will really cherish? Sure, there are websites
offering such items, but why not “shop lo-
cal” at the Artists Collective | Spartanburg’s
2024 Holiday Artisan Market.

“This much-anticipated annual market
will feature works of 38 regional artists.
These works will include everything from
acrylic paintings to sculptures, jewelry,
photography, ceramics, and just about ev-
erything in between,” says Nancy William-
son, one of the artists and chairperson of the
Holiday Artisan Market Committee. “Ev-
ery piece is original and unique, and sure to
please any recipient, and while you’re at it,
pick up something — or a few things — for
yourself.” Prices of the art will range from
under $5 to more than $1,000.

The market will take place in the Solo-
mon Gallery from 10am to 4pm on Tues-
days through Saturdays. Additionally, every
Thursday, except Thanksgiving Day, it will
be open late — until 8pm. “Our Thursday
evening hours will be very special,” con-
tinues Williamson. “During the Thursday
evenings of Nov. 7 and 14 and Dec. 5 and
12, the artists will provide materials and in-
structions for simple craft projects. Visitors
may participate free of charge to make the
craft of the evening. Projects will vary from
things like making holiday ornaments to
decorating holiday cookies.” Refreshments
will be served.

Beth Regula, chair of the management
board of the Artists Collective, adds, “Later
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hours on Thursdays will make it easier for
people — especially those who work during
the day — to shop with us and find their
unique gifts. Our annual Holiday Artisan
Market has become a favorite shopping spot
for patrons looking for unique, locally made
gifts for their loved ones. Shopping at the
Collective also bolsters the local economy.
Everything that we sell is made by our
members who live in Spartanburg and sur-
rounding counties.”

“Items offered during the two-month
market will be replenished, so there will
always be plenty from which to choose,”
Williamson says. “Our artists are well
prepared for this event. We have stocked up
on some of the items that we believe will be
popular this year. Aside from the market, we
encourage people to visit the other galleries
and studios in the building.”

Participating artists include: Monica
Arledge, Teda Barrows, Chuck Bishop,
Christine Blackburn, Pat Cato, Kimberly
Christopher Rodriguez, B Collins, Robyn
Crawford, Patrick DeCrane, Pat Edwards,
Marcy Fedalei, Peter Harding, JARFLY,
Jason Huffman, Tipton Jones-Boiter, Dar-
ryl Jones, Thomas Koenig, Judith Kolva,

continued on Page 17


https://www.melindahoffmanart.com/

