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cal Artist”. McRay has received feature 
articles in Fortune Small Business, Art 
Business News, Our State Magazine and 
Southern Living Magazine.
      Some of his collectors include 
the SAS Institute, American Tobacco 
Campus, North Carolina Central Universi-
ty Art Museum, Duke University Medical 
Center, Duke Health Raleigh Hospital, 
NC State University, UNC – Chapel Hill 
and Western Wake Hospital, as well as 
many private collectors locally, nation-
ally and internationally.  Also, McRay 
was privileged to participate in the Art in 
Embassies Program, which displayed his 
works in the US Embassy in Copenhagen, 
Denmark.
     For further information check our NC 

     The Craven Arts Council & Gallery 
in New Bern, NC, is presenting two new 
exhibits including: Critters Christmas 
2017, on view in the Main Gallery at the 
Bank of the Arts, through Dec. 30, 2017, 
and works by local wildlife photographer, 
Elaine Varley, on view in the Director’s 
Gallery at Bank of the Arts from Dec. 
8 - 31, 2017. The Council will host a 
reception during the downtown New Bern 
ArtWalk, Dec. 8, from 5-8pm.
     Centered around animals of all kinds, 
Critters Christmas 2017 features original 
artwork by local artists showcases the 
talents of eastern North Carolina.
     Critters Christmas 2017 celebrates 
all creatures that swim, fly, wiggle, walk, 
or slither, in a variety of mediums and 
techniques. The exhibit showcases local 
talent here in eastern North Carolina and 
provides the community with art on an 
immediately relatable scale. 

of December. A Craven County native, 
Varley’s work focuses on wildlife and 
landscapes. 
     After two careers, first as a teacher and 
then a registered nurse, Varley began her 
photography journey with class at ASAP 
photography in Greenville, NC, as well 
as online coursework through National 
Geographic and Creative Live. These lead 
to a passion for learning more about pho-
tography, including numerous workshops 
and trips across the United States for the 
perfect shot. When asked what she loves 
to shoot the most, Varley’s response is 
“anything with fur and feathers and grand, 
expansive landscapes. 
     Varley is a member of the Twin Rivers 
Artists Association, the Coastal Photog-
raphy Club, and Eastern Region Carolina 
nature Photographers. Her work has been 
displayed in a number of group and solo 
exhibitions in the region, including at the 
New Bern Library and the Turnage The-
ater in Washington.
     For further information check our 
NC Institutional Gallery listings, call the 
gallery at 252/638-2577 or visit (www.
cravenarts.org).
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Commercial Gallery listings, call the gal-
lery at 252/634-9002 or visit 
(www.fineartatbaxters.com).

Work by Erik McRay

     Featured artists include: RK Ives, 
Daphne Thomas, Craig Gurganus, Brenda 
Manheim, Dawn Rozzo, Jonathan Bowl-
ing and many others. A variety of me-
diums are represented in the exhibition, 
including painting, drawing, photography, 
sculpture, ceramics, and more. All work 
in the exhibition will be for sale through 
Craven Arts Council and Gallery. 
     Craven Arts Council & Gallery is 
proud to present the work of Elaine Varley 
in the Director’s Gallery for the month 
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Wilmington Art Association
HAPPY           HOLIDAYS
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WAA ALSO OFFERS:
Exhibit Opportunities
Monthly Member Meetings
Special Programs and Presentations 
Socials and Field Trips
Paint Outs and Demonstrations

Get ready for the O�cial Show 
of the Annual North Carolina 
Azalea Festival! Now expanded 
to a full 8 days this year, from 
April 7-15, 2018.

See Calendar for more info: wilmingtonart.org.

A sunset River Holiday Nov. 15 - Dec 30, 2017

Sunset River 
Marketplace Pottery by Joe & Tonda Jeffcoat

Calabash, NC
SunsetRiverMarketplace.com

317 Pollock St
Downtown   New Bern, NC
252-633-4369 Open 7 days

Shop online www.carolinacreations.com

CarolinaCreations

Carolina Creations will have a live Christmas window display 
during the Art Walk on December 8 from 5-8pm. We will have 
expanded weekend hours through December 24: Friday and 

Saturday open ‘til 8pm and Sunday open ‘til 5pm.  
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