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Mount Airy

Mount Airy Museum of Regional History, 301 
North Main Street, Mounty Airy. Ongoing - Ours 
is an all American story - typical of how com-
munities grew up all across our great nation. 
While our story takes place in the back country 
of northwestern North Carolina at the foot of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains, it is likely to bear many 
similarities to the development of crossroads, 
towns, and cities throughout America. It had 
taken little more than 100 years for the corridors 
along the coastline of this still-new continent to 
overflow. As tensions grew and conflicts flared, 
the pioneer spirit set in. Families literally packed 
up everything they owned and headed into the 
unknown-searching for the “promised land.” 
Admission: Yes. Hours: Mon.-Sat., 10am-5pm & 
Sun., 1-4pm. Contact: 336/786-4478 or at (north-
carolinamuseum.org).

New Bern

Community Artists Gallery & Studios, Inc., 
504 South Front Street, New Bern. Ongoing - 
We serve Craven, Pamlico, and Jones counties. 
Operated by member artists themselves on an 
exclusively volunteer basis, it’s a great place to 
discover distinctive, affordable art for your home 
or office--or to find a truly unique gift. Visit our 
Gallery and Studios pages to see what’s currently 
on exhibit--and on our easels! Community Artists 
Gallery & Studios supports working studio space 
for fifteen artists and exhibits nearly a dozen 
additional artists at any given time. Our members 
are engaged in creating jewelry, photography, 
weaving, found object art, sculpture, ceramics, 
digital art, watercolor, oil, baskets, stained glass, 
and acrylic paintings. Hours: Tue., Thur., Fri., & 
Sat., 10am-4pm. Contact: 252/571-8566 or visit 
(www.communityartistsgallery.org). 

North Wilkesboro

Outer Banks Area

Dare County Arts Council, 300 Queen 
Elizabeth, Manteo. Ongoing - Dare Arts will 
celebrate 50 years of encouraging the arts in 
Dare County through advocacy, enrichment 
and opportunity in 2025. As the nonprofit com-
memorates this important milestone, a common 
theme of “celebrating our past, present, and 
future” will be woven into their programming, 
events, and exhibits next year. Hours: Tue.-Fri., 
10am-5pm and Sat., 10am-4pm. Contact: 
252/475-4843 or at (www.DareArts.org). 

Pembroke

A.D. Gallery, University of NC at Pembroke, 
Locklear Hall, 1 University Dr, Pembroke. 
Ongoing - The A.D. Gallery is sponsored by 
the Art Department of the University of North 
Carolina at Pembroke. Serving the university 
and local community, the gallery provides a 
venue for student and faculty work, as well as 
that of local, regional, national and international 
artists. The gallery helps fulfill the department’s 
goal of providing outstanding educational op-
portunities for its students by) bringing quality 
visual arts to the university and the community 
at large. Hours: Mon.-Fri., 9am-6pm. Contact: 
e-mail to (joseph.begnaud@uncp.edu) or visit 
(www.uncp.edu/departments/art/ad-gallery).

The Museum of the Southeast American 
Indian, Old Main (first floor) at the University of 
North Carolina Pembroke, 1 University Drive, 
Pembroke. Ongoing - As part of the Southeast 
American Indian Studies Program at UNC 
Pembroke, The Museum of the Southeast 
American Indian maximizes the capacity of 
the University to address the complex histori-
cal, cultural and contemporary issues facing 
American Indian communities in North Carolina 
and the American Southeast. The Museum’s 
cross-disciplinary collaborations greatly en-
hance the University’s programs of research, 
service, outreach and instruction. The Museum 
is a multi-faceted museum and resource for 
scholarly research and community outreach. 
While the Museum contains exhibits of authen-
tic Indian artifacts, arts and crafts from Indian 
communities all over the Americas, our primary 
focus is on tribes from the American South-
east. Many items come from North Carolina 
Native communities, with special emphasis on 
Robeson County Indian people. Specific focus 
is placed on the largest North Carolina tribe, 
the Lumbee, but our outreach activities have 
extended into Virginia and South Carolina with 
plans for further outreach throughout the South-
east. Hours: Mon.-Fri., 9am-5pm. We typically 
close for lunch from noon-1pm. Contact: call 
910/521-6282 or e-mail to (nativemuseum@
uncp.edu).

     ALTERNATE ART SPACES - Pembroke
Artist Market Pembroke, at the UNCP 
Enterpreneurship Incubator, 202 Main Street, 
Pembroke. 2nd Sat. every month - Featur-
ing handmade art and jewelry by local artists. 
Hours: 10am-4pm. Contact: 910/775-4065. 

Penland

Penland Gallery & Visitors Center, Penland 
School of Crafts, 3135 Conley Ridge Rd, 
Penland. Ongoing - Newly installed outside the 
gallery are two brightly-colored, billboard-sized 
murals based on paper collages by artist Anne 
Lemanski. Hours: Tue.-Sat., 10am-5pm & Sun. 
noon-5pm. Contact: 828/765-2359, e-mail at 
(gallery@penland.org) or at (http://penland.org/
gallery/).

Raleigh

Art Access Gallery, Arts Access Noth Carolina, 
444 S. Blount St, Suite 115B, Raleigh. Ongo-
ing - Arts Access North Carolina is a non-profit 
dedicated to creating a positive impact at the 
intersection of arts, education and disability. Our 
vision is to have communities in which the arts 
are universally accessible. We value acceptance, 
lived experiences, partnerships and collabora-
tion with those in our growing community. Hours: 
Tue.-Fri., noon-5pm and 6-9pm on 1st Fri. of the 
month. Contact: at (https://artsaccessinc.org/
arts-access-gallery).

Block Gallery (inside Raleigh Municipal Build-
ing), 222 W. Hargett St., Raleigh. Through Apr. 
25 - "TURBULENCE: Birds, Beauty, Language & 
Loss," is a solo exhibition by environmental artist 
Deborah Kruger who is based in Durham, NC. 
The exhibition focuses on Deborah Kruger’s cur-
rent body of work, motivated by the extinction of 
bird species, and the loss of indigenous languag-
es around the world. Human-induced climate 
change and habitat fragmentation contribute to 
these problems. Saturated colors characterize 

Kruger’s work which mimics bird plumage. She 
hopes to raise awareness, and inspire action 
about these impending losses that affect all of 
us. Hours: Mon.-Fri., 8:30am-5:15pm. Contact: 
Stacy Bloom Rexrode, Curator of Exhibitions and 
Collections, Raleigh Arts, call 919/996-4687 or at 
(https://raleighnc.gov/arts/block-gallery).  
 
Collective Arts Gallery & Ceramic Supply, 
8801 Leadmine Road, Suite 103, Raleigh. Ongo-
ing - Featuring works by local and nationally 
renowned artists on permanent exhibit. Hours: 
Tue.-Fri. 11am-7pm & Sat., 10am-6pm. Contact: 
919/844-0765.

Diamante Arts & Cultural Center, 5104 
Western Blvd., Suite B, Raleigh. Ongoing - The 
Diamante Arts & Cultural Center is a non-profit 
(501c3), a community grounded, arts and culture 
organization dedicated to the preservation, devel-
opment, and promotion of the culture, heritage, 
and artistic expressions of the diverse Latino/His-
panic population in North Carolina. Diamante Arts 
and Cultural Center, the oldest Latino/Hispanic 
Arts and Culture organization in North Carolina, 
is celebrating 25 years of service. Through its 
programs and activities, it reaches more than 
16,000 people per year. Recently, Diamante 
launched the Latino Artists Database, which col-
lects information on Latino/x, and Hispanic artists 
in North Carolina. The information will be used 
to build and share opportunities for Latino artists 
throughout the state. Latino artists may add their 
information by visiting (bit.ly/Diamante-database). 
Hours: Tue.-Fri., 11am-5pm. Contact: 919/852-
0075 or at (www.diamanteacc.org).

Gregg Museum of Art & Design, The Historic 
Chancellor’s Residence, NC State University, 
located at 1903 Hillsborough Street, Raleigh. 
Through Jan. 25 - “Material Messages: the Tales 
that Textiles Tell”. For thousands of years cultures 
around the world have used cloth as a means of 
visual communication—a way to document, cel-
ebrate, commemorate, and depict events large 
and small. Nonverbal tools play an important role 
in interactions within and between cultures, as 
verbal communication comprises only a small 
part of the ways that we, as human beings, 
share information and connect with each other. 
“Material Messages” features textiles created 
by a diversity of global artists that highlight this 
communication through cloth. Through Feb. 8 - 
"BABENGA – The Sacred Forest". Cameroonian 
artist Jean Michel Dissake’s sculptural works use 
found and recycled materials to represent a bal-
ance between nature and technology by weaving 
natural objects such as wood, vines, termite 
dust, water hyacinths, and palm fronds together 
with computer boards, aluminum wire, license 
plates, and car parts. Informed by his cultural 
heritage as well as wisdom gained from living 
for nine years in the forest on the Mungo River, 
Dissake’s work invokes a dialogue on ecological 
and spiritual matters and speaks to timely issues 
of unity, peace, love, and oneness with nature. 
BABENGA – The Sacred Forest is co-curated by 
Marriott Sheldon, a Raleigh artist and long-time 
curator of Dissake’s work, and Roger Manley, 
former director of the Gregg. Dissake was invited 
to participate in this year’s Venice Biennale, the 
world’s most prestigious art expo. Ongoing - 
"Selections from the Collections". Image of a 
beige quilt with a skeleton riding a wolf holding an 
american flag. the quilt is made out of old t shirts. 
Drawing from the Gregg Museum’s collections of 
over 54,000 objects, Selections from the Collec-
tions displays a sampling of the many different 
kinds of pieces in its holdings. Though objects in 
the exhibition will rotate from time to time to facili-
tate their preservation and so that different artists 
and kinds of objects can be exhibited, the same 
general themes, materials, and variety of work 
will remain a part of this ongoing exhibition. For 
many years, Gregg audiences have been treated 
to wide ranging but relatively short-term exhibi-
tions that explore topics or present artists’ works 
for a matter of months, and then get changed out 
and replaced by entirely new shows. While this 
will continue, most visitors have departed without 

realizing that the Gregg staff also maintains vast 
collections used for teaching, research, support-
ing student projects, and, on occasion, as source 
material for the exhibitions in the public galleries. 
The semi-permanent Selections from the Collec-
tions exhibition in the historic Residence seeks 
to remedy that. This new rotating installation will 
ensure that there will always be fascinating things 
to see and share at the Gregg!  Historic Resi-
dence, Ongoing - One of NC State University’s 
most historic buildings is now the permanent 
home of the Gregg Museum of Art & Design. 
The Historic Chancellor’s Residence, located at 
1903 Hillsborough Street, along with a 15,000 
sq. ft. addition, increases the museum’s visibility 
while significantly adding to its exhibition and 
programming space. Hours: Tue.-Sat., 10am-5-
pm. The Gregg does ask that larger groups (15+) 
call ahead at (919) 515-3503, to avoid crowding 
in the galleries. Contact: Zoe Starling, Curator of 
Education at 919/513-7244 or at (https://gregg.
arts.ncsu.edu/). 

View inside the Wilkes Art Gallery

Wilkes Art Gallery, 913 C. Street, North Wil-
kesboro. Main Gallery, Jan. 17 - Feb. - "44th 
Annual Blue Ridge Overview," featuring a juried 
photography competition. Ongoing - Founded 
in 1962 in the parlor of Annie Winkler's home, 
the Wilkes Art Gallery has experienced trans-
formations over the years. The most dramatic 
of these was the 2004 move into the renovated 
1925 North Wilkesboro Post Office building. 
WAG offers a varieth of classes, workshops, 
meet-the-artists events and special outreach 
projects. WAG hosts exhibitions that offer com-
munity members a chance to show their work 
and admission is always free. Visit our online 
gift shop. Hours: Tue.-Fri., 10am-5pm and Sat., 
10am-2pm. Contact: 336/667-2841 or at (www.
wilkesartgallery.org). 

Old Fort

Arrowhead Artists and Artisans League Inc., 
77 Catawba Avenue, Suite C-D, next to the 
parker hosiery building, 2 minutes from Exit 73 
on Interstate I-40, Old Fort. Currently - Under 
construction. Ongoing - The main Gallery 
space is about 1800 square feet, with an open, 
industrial feel. Art, ranging from traditional to 
abstract and mixed media, hangs on the walls. 
On the main floor are displays of various types 
of fine crafts, such as jewelry, pottery, fiber art, 
hand crafted baskets, and hand turned wooden 
bowls. You might even see a welded “junk yard” 
critter or two. After viewing all of the various 
arts and crafts, visitors can walk through a wide 
archway on the right to view more fine art and 
craft work and talk to the artists and students 
in several studios and the AGS classroom. If a 
studio door is open, visitors are being invited to 
step inside and enjoy the work. Currently, our 
Gallery and studio artists and artisans include: 
Lorelle Bacon, Ann Whisenaut, Karen Piquette, 
David Kaylor, Dawn Driebus, Len Eskew, 
Wayne Stroud, Susan Taylor, Cathy Green, 
Anne Bevan, John Sullivan, Evelyn Chrisawn, 
Tim Muench, Chuck Aldridge, Charles Davis, 
Fredreen Bernatovicz, Anne Allison, Darlene 
Matzer, Billie Haney, Marguerite Welty, Jean 
Ryan, Kasha Baxter, Linda Magnus, Kim 
Hostetter, Bunnie Burgin, Sonya Russell, 
Helen Sullivan, Janet Bennett, and Sabrina 
Miller. Winter Hours: only open for classes and 
events. Contact: 828/668-1100 or at (http://ar-
rowheadart.org/).

Work by Deborah Kruger

Dan Estabrook, “Forever and Never,” 2004, 
unique pencil on calotype and salt print, each 5 x 
7 in., Gift of Allen G. Thomas Jr. in honor of Linda 
Johnson Dougherty 

North Carolina Museum of Art, 2110 Blue 
Ridge Road, Raleigh. East Building, Level B, 
Galleries 3, Through Mar. 9 - "JP Jermaine 
Powell—Leadership Reimagined: Share Your 
Journey." The exhibition encapsulates the jour-
ney of JP Jermaine Powell as artist in residence 
at the North Carolina Museum of Art. Throughout 
the exhibition he reflects on and pays tribute to 
the remarkable work of NCMA staff, critically 
acclaimed artists, and everyday heroes who 
have dedicated themselves to making the local 
art scene vibrant and productive. The show is 
a celebration of human resilience and what the 
artist refers to as “postpandemic leadership.” It 
showcases how members of both the local and 
global art communities discovered new ways 
to create, innovate, and lead during a challeng-
ing time in human history. Powell intentionally 
chose individuals who may not fit conventional 
definitions of leadership but whose stories of 
resilience and dedication inspire others. These 
people continue to grow, invest in themselves 
and others, share ideas, promote collaboration, 
and embrace adversity as a catalyst for success. 
He invites visitors to see themselves as part of a 
collective history being built by the leaders in all 
of us. East Building, Level B, Meymandi Exhi-
bition Gallery, Through Jan. 5 - "Venice and the 
Ottoman Empire". This ambitious cross-cultural 
exhibition explores the relationship between 
two global superpowers, the Republic of Venice 
and the Ottoman Empire, over four centuries 
(circa 1400–1800). Through a rich body of works 
reflecting both Venetian and Ottoman origins, 
“Venice and the Ottoman Empire” documents 
interactions between the two rival Mediterranean 
states across multiple cultural arenas—political, 
diplomatic, economic, artistic, technological, 
and culinary. The Venetian loans are joined by a 
trove of recently salvaged objects from a major 
Adriatic shipwreck, the large Venetian merchant 
ship Gagliana Grossa that sank while traveling 
from Venice to Istanbul in 1583. These spec-
tacular items have never been exhibited outside 
Croatia, where the wreck is located. Featuring 
more than 190 works in a broad range of media, 
the exhibition draws from the vast collections 
of Venice’s storied civic museums, including 
the Museo Correr, Palazzo Ducale, Palazzo 
Mocenigo, and Museo Fortuny, as well as the 
NCMA’s own extensive holdings of Venetian 
art. Highlights include paintings by Jacobello del 
Fiore, Vittore Carpaccio, and Gentile Bellini and 
luxury Venetian and Ottoman goods including 
textiles, ceramics, metalwork objects, glassware, 
armor, books, and leatherware. East Building, 
Level B, Gallery 1 (Julian T. Baker Jr. Gallery) 
and 2 (Allen G. Thomas Jr. Gallery), Through 
Jan. 19 - "Forever and Never: Photographs by 
Dan Estabrook". This exhibition features works 
by artist Dan Estabrook, who uses 19th-century 
photographic printing processes and materials 
to examine history and memory in contemporary 
images. Adopting a familiar language of the 
passage of time, he utilizes elements that one 
identifies with something old and worn - stains, 
spills, tears, folds, fading, discoloration - to create 
the appearance of age. In his words, “I want a 
viewer’s first reaction to be one of wonder. Is 
this a found photograph? An old thing, lost and 
rediscovered?” Ongoing - "Break the Mold: 
New Takes on Traditional Art Making". The 
exhibit showcases contemporary artists who use 
traditional modes of art making and crafting to 
tackle timely subject matter. Innovative takes on 
embroidery, ceramics, quilting, furniture, interior 
design, and fashion accessories serve to explore 
diverse topics such as gender assumptions and 
inequalities, prison reform, racial justice, memory, 
and loss, as well as how objects transmit and 


