SC Institutional Galleries

continued from Page 36
Bluffton

Society of Bluffton Artists Gallery/Learning
Center, 6 & 8 Church Street, corner of Calhoun
and Church Street, Bluffton. Through May 1 -
"Bring Nature Home," featuring works by Karen
Richards. A reception will be held on Apr. 6, from
5-7pm. Richards’ exhibit is a reflection of her
passion for preserving natural resources and
protecting the ecosystem. She will donate 30% of
the sales of her artwork to the Hilton Head Audu-
bon Society and the South Coast Region of the
Coastal Conservation League. Richards’ show
will feature a collection of florals, birds and local
landscapes. May 1 - 28 - "May River Magic," fea-
turing works by John Kenney. A reception will be
held on May 6, from 5-7pm. Kenney captures a
colorful expression of the Bluffton State of Mind in
the exhibition. Kenney’s work is characterized by
a wide range of expression and bold use of color.
Kennney was Influenced by ionic pop culture
artist Andy Wahol, who was friends with Kenney’s
mentor, as well as the industrial cityscape of his
native Pittsburgh. Ongoing - Featuring works in
a variety of mediums by over 100 area artists,
with all work moderately priced. Changing shows
every six weeks. Hours: Mon.-Sat., 10am-5pm &
Sun., 11:30am-3pm. Contact: 843/757-6586 or
at (www.sobagallery.com).

Camden

Work by Boyd Saunders

Bassett Gallery, Arts Center of Kershaw Coun-
ty, 810 Lyttleton Street, Camden. Through May
14 - "Paddock Parade Plus," featuring works by
Boyd Saunders. This exhibition is a part of the
City of Camden’s Gallery Gallop on Mar. 30,
which includes six exhibitions across the City
of Camden, leading into The Cup. For more
information on the Gallery Gallop visit the City
of Camden online at (www.cityofcamden.org).
The exhibit includes a stunning collection of
prints, original drawings, and bronze sculptures
by former USC professor Boyd Saunders.
"Paddock Parade Plus" celebrates the majesty
of all things equestrian. The exhibition takes its
name from "The Paddock Parade", a collection
of 12 original drawings featuring horses circling
the paddock as they prepare to race. Visi-

tors to the exhibition will also enjoy prints and
sculptures based on Saunders’ partnership with
the late William Faulkner to illustrate his short
story Spotted Horses. The exhibit also features
a series of lithographic prints and sculptures
from the Aikenhead Collection. Ongoing - The
Arts Center of Kershaw County is a 501(c)3
nonprofit organization that brings energy,
creativity, and experience of the Arts to all
ages. The Arts Center strives to make both the
Visual, Music and Performing Arts an integral
part of the life of our community. Admission:
Free. Hours: closed now due to COVID-19, but
varies by exhibit. Contact: 803/425-7676 or at
(www.fineartscenter.org).

Charleston

Avery Research Center for African History
and Culture, at the College of Charleston, 125
Bull St., Charleston. Ongoing - Exhibits on view
include: "Since 1920: Zeta Phi Beta Centennial".
The Gamma Zeta chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Soror-
ity Incorporated presents a centennial exhibit
filled with the rich history of the sorority in print
and paraphernalia.Visitors can see in-depth the
programming, philanthropy and reach of Zeta Phi
Beta during their 100 years. "The Water Keeps
Rising" Hip-hop artist and activist Benny Starr
has created an interactive exhibit based on data
from the Avery’s State of Racial Disparities Re-
port in Charleston County. This exhibit will create
an immersive experience for visitors. In the areas
of civic engagement, racial disparities, the envi-
ronment and performance art/music, this exhibit
will aim to connect the dots from historical data
and archival information up to the present condi-
tions of the Lowcountry. "Resilient". Local artist
Chris “Kolpeace” Johnson will highlight the power
of being resilient with this work that recognizes
African Americans who have shown strength
through adversity including the late local activist
Muhiyidin D’baha and Cyntoia Brown, who faced
life in prison after being convicted of homicide as
ajuvenile. These pieces are tributes to memo-
rialize the impactful strength of an unsung hero
in the community, engaging the soul and spirit.
"The African Origins of Mathematics". Charleston

resident and artist Robert “King David” Ross
highlights the direct impact Africa has had on
modern mathematics in this exhibit. Showcasing
the first math instrument, the Ishango bone, the
exhibit allows visitors to see the influence Africa
has had on every aspect of life. Admission: Free.
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 10am-5pm, with guided tours
at 10:30am, 11:30am, 1:30pm, 2:30pm, and
3:30pm. Contact: 843/805-5507 or visit (www.
cofc.edu/avery).
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Work by Debbie Daniels

Charleston Artist Guild Gallery, 160 East Bay
St., Charleston. May 1 - 31 - "Magic Moments,"
an exhibition featuring a collection of paintings by
Debbie Daniels. A reception will be held on May
5, from 5 - 8pm. We see many beautiful sunsets
and stunning landscape views in Charleston and
Daniels says for her, they never get old. Magical
moments of color and light are fleeting as they
transform before our eyes. She captures those
moments on the canvas that remind us to just

be still, relax, take a deep breath, and enjoy the
view. Ongoing - Featuring an exhibit of works
by over 80 plus members of CAG who display a
wealth of talent in different media including, oils,
acrylics, pastels, watercolors, photography, print-
making & sculpture. The Gallery is also home

for the CAG office. Hours: Daily, 11am-6pm.
Contact: 843/722-2454 or at (www.charlestonar-
tistguild.com).

City Gallery at Joseph P. Riley, Jr. Waterfront
Park, 34 Prioleau Street, Charleston. Through
May 7 - "2023 Piccolo Spoleto Juried Art Exhibi-
tion". This annual juried art exhibition highlights
the recent work of artists across South Carolina
featuring painting, sculpture, drawing, printmak-
ing, and photography. Artworks receiving prizes
are presented alongside a limited selection of
pieces identified by the juror as meriting display.
This year’s juror is Harriett Green. May 26 - July
9 - "Celebrating Black Mermaids: From Africa to
America," curated by Cookie Washington. Part
of the 2023 Piccolo Spoleto Arts Festival. The
exhibit features the work of dozens of esteemed
and award-winning fiber artists from across

the United States, whose mixed-media works
celebrate African goddesses as mermaid and
water spirit, honoring the past and exploring them
anew. The show’s theme contextualizes black
mermaids through the history and belief systems
of those forcibly removed from Africa and carried
across the ocean. “Black mermaids traveled with
enslaved Africans from Yoruba, West Africa, to
distant lands, comforting them in the holds of the
slave ships that took them far away from their
homeland in Africa,” says Washington. A recep-
tion will be held on May 27, from 2-5pm. Hours:
Wed.-Sun., noon-5pm. Contact: 843/958-6484 or
(www.charleston-sc.govi/citygallery).
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Work by Beverly Mclver
Gibbes Museum of Art, 135 Meeting Street,
Charleston. Galleries 8 & 9, Through Aug.
4 - "Beverly Mclver: Full Circle". Presenting the
career arc and continued ascent of contemporary
artist Beverly Mclver, this survey features nearly
50 works from the last 25 years, demonstrating
Mclver’s bold, thematic approach to portrait paint-
ing. From her early self-portraits in clown makeup
to portraits of family members and friends that
provide glimpses of intimate life moments,
Mclver’s poignant large-scale paintings reveal
her personal journey. Gallery 2 & 3, Through
Oct. 15 - "Damian Stamer: Ruminations".
The exhibition showcases new work by North
Carolina-based contemporary painter, Damian
Stamer. Stamer depicts barns, abandoned build-
ings and other vernacular structures of the rural
South often in large scale, and his heavily layered

canvases blur the line between abstraction and
representation as they seek to express the sol-
emn beauty of the old and overlooked. Galleries
1, 4, and 5, Permanent Exhibition - "18th and
19th Century American Paintings and Sculpture”.
American paintings, from colonial portraits to
Civil War-era landscapes, occupy the Gibbes
Main Gallery. Portraits of leading political, social,
and military figures include works by Jeremiah
Theus, Henry Benbridge, Benjamin West, Gilbert
Stuart, Thomas Sully and Samuel F.B. Morse.
The gallery also features landscape and genre
scenes by Angelica Kaufmann, Louis Mignot,
Eastman Johnson, Conrad Wise Chapman, and
William Aiken Walker. The paintings collection

is complemented by examples of neoclassical
sculpture on view in the Campbell Rotunda, and
decorative art objects on loan from the Rivers
Collection. Gallery 5, Permanent Exhibition -
"Miniature Portraits". The first American miniature
portraits were painted in Charleston, and today
the Gibbes is home to one of the most prestigious
portrait miniature collections in the United States.
Containing more than six hundred objects, the
collection spans nearly two hundred years and
represents the work of over a hundred artists.
Small enough to fit in the palm of the hand, these
tiny portraits were treasured remembrances

of loved ones in the age before photography.
Presented in state-of-the-art display cases, and
in viewable storage drawers featured minia-
tures include works by Mary Roberts, Jeremiah
Theus, Henry Benbridge, Charles Wilson Peale,
Pierre Henri, Edward Greene Malbone, George
Engleheart, and Charles Fraser. Gallery 6,
Permanent Exhibition - "20th Century American
Regionalism and the Charleston Renaissance".
At the turn of the twentieth century, American
artists looked to their European counterparts and
beyond as they developed identifiably Ameri-
can artistic movements. Two particularly strong
influences during this time period were French
Impressionism and Japanese woodblock prints.
Another prevailing theme during this period

was the growing interest in American subject
matter. American regionalism and social realism
played important roles in the development of art
in Charleston, which flourished as a destination
for artists, particularly during the years of 1915

to 1945 a period now known as the Charleston
Renaissance. Gallery 7, Permanent Exhibi-
tion - "Modern and Contemporary". Modern and
contemporary art in America encompasses a
wide range of styles, subject matter, and media.
As a whole, the diversity of modern and contem-
porary art reflects the rich and varied heritage of
our nation and the lowcountry region. Works in
this gallery were created over the past forty years
by artists who are native to the area, who have
worked here, or who have created objects that
reflect the complex story of the region. The works
are grouped to reflect several themes includ-

ing the southern landscape, the human figure,
abstraction, and the legacy of slavery in America.
Visiting Artist Series, Session II: May 1 — June
11 - "Robin Howard and Ransome". Using space
and movement as materials, Robin Howard'’s
sculptures explore the intersections of motion
and stillness, something-ness and nothing-ness
and striving and contentment. Intentionally non-
representational, her sculptures give the mind a
place to rest. Howard uses wooden geometric
shapes to construct assemblage sculptures

and then adds kinetic elements with glass, clay
and wood beads on wires. Ransome’s practice
originates with the story of his grandparents, who
were sharecroppers in North Carolina. While the
pictorial narratives he creates are personal, the
symbols are universal and interplay with larger
social, racial, economic and political realities. All
of his works are abstract, even when figurative,
and he creates collages with acrylic paint and
found, made and purchased papers. Museum
Shop - Now offering the inventory of the Tradd
Street Press, reproductions of works by Elizabeth
O'Neill Verner amoung other exhibit related art
objects. Hours: Mon.-Thur., 10am-5pm & Sun.,
1-5pm . Admission: Yes. Contact: 843/722-2706
or at (www.gibbesmuseum.org).

Works by Carla Gannis

Halsey Institute of Contemporary Art, The
Marion and Wayland H. Cato Jr. Center for the
Arts, College of Charleston School of the Arts, 161
Calhoun St., Charleston. May 19 - July 15 - "Car-
la Gannis - WWWUNDERKAMMER'". A reception
will be held on May 19, from 6:30-8pm (fee for
non-members) and an Artist Talk will be offered
on May 20, at 2pm. In wwwunderkammer, Carla
Gannis aims to decolonize the Wunderkam-

mer (and by extension—the museum) by using
various technologies to conflate the real and the
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virtual. Her exhibition wwwunderkammer is a
real-world manifestation of her ongoing project of
the same name, which exists online via social VR
on Mozilla Hubs and in a high-resolution desktop
VR. The ongoing project consists of different
“chambers” that focus on specific aspects of our
contemporary life, such as increasing threats to
our environment and animals in it, how technolo-
gies alter our perception of ourselves, and how
our language has shifted with the advent of the
internet and advanced computers. Hours: Mon.-
Sat., 11am-4pm; untill 7pm on Thur. and by appt.
Contact: 843/953-4422 or at (http://halsey.cofc.
edu/exhibitions/).

James Island Arts and Cultural Center,
1248 Camp Road, Charleston. Through

May 18 - “2nd Annual James Island Arts and
Cultural Center Juried Arts Exhibition”. This
exhibition is a fundraiser benefit for James
Island area art teachers. Ongoing - JIACC’s
goal is to promote inclusive and engaging arts
and cultural experiences for all, by fostering a
healthy environment in which arts and culture
may thrive, enhancing the collective wellbeing
of the community. Hours: Mon, Wed., & Fri.,
9am-5pm; Tue. & Thur., 10am-6pm, and Sat.,
noon-5pm. Contact: 843/823-3413 or e-mail to
(cself@jamesislandsc.us).

Redux Contemporary Art Center, featuring
Redux Studios, 1056 King Street, Charleston.
May 26, from 5-8pm - "GAP GALLERY At Redux
Studios". Gap Gallery is back and hosting an-
other legendary pop-up art exhibition in partner-
ship with the City Gallery and Redux Studios for
the 2023 Piccolo Spoleto Festival! The one-night
event offers an opportunity for emerging artists

to showcase their work while connecting with

the vibrant visual arts community in Charleston.
For further information about this event and the
2023 Piccolo Spoleto Festival contact the City

of Charleston Office of Cultural Affairs by call-

ing 843/724-7305, e-mail to (CulturalAffairs@
charleston-sc.gov) or visit (piccolospoleto.com).
Main Gallery, Through May 20 - "Interwoven:
Solo Exhibition by Jordan Sheridan". Sheridan
works in textile installation and oil painting, and
this exhibition will transform the Redux galleries
with a new series of paintings along with a large,
crocheted, and light-based installation titled, "The
Mother". The exhibit is the result of Sheridan
imagining the maternal experience as an envel-
oping, polymorphous mass that is ever stretch-
ing, fracturing, and shifting. The work documents
and aestheticizes her personal experience as

a mother to her young children. Gallery 1056,
Through May 20 - "Unfolding," a solo show by
Jenifer Padilla. This show is a site-specific piece.
Padilla highlights specific pieces from previous
live performances with Unbound Ballet Project
and creates new ones for the gallery show. With
this recent work, she focused on the act of paint-
ing becoming a dance itself - the paint and can-
vas taking on their own performance. The mark
left captures a moment in time when dance is
typically a fleeting act. There is the gravity of the
paint and the dancers’ movement, but what's left
from both actions of paint and dancers meeting is
serendipitous; left to chance. We get to physically
see the chance when both mediums meet togeth-
er. Back Gallery, Through May 20 - "Lighting
Residency Exhibit," featuring works by Caroline
Herring and Nathan McClements. Ongoing - In
May, 2017, Redux relocated to 1056 King Street
with 38 studios, three galleries, a larger print
shop, classroom, dark room, and photo studio.
Hours: Tue.-Fri., 11am-4pm, or by appt. Contact:
843/722-0697 or at (www.reduxstudios.org).

pa— "__'?ﬂ »] _,_- EAtl T X EHT H;
[y T T |1 i d
v Y | :‘ i
Wl 218 2 oo e
: '/ka" £
. D 3
AL
|.‘
Work by Holly Blanchard

Saul Alexander Gallery, Charleston County
Public Library, 68 Calhoun St., Charleston. May
1 - 31 -"The Many Faces of Home," featuring
works by Holly Blanchard. Blanchard worked

for forty-one years in public health as a certified
nurse midwife, fifteen years in the international
arena. She retired to Charleston from Jakarta,
Indonesia. At the College of Charleston, she had
the opportunity to explore studio art (drawing and
painting), an interest she's had since her youth.
She realized that she loved working with oils, the
time to reflect on the tone, color, shadows and
texture. Her first exhibition at the Saul Alexander
Gallery, titled "The Many faces of Home", she
presents some of the places that she has called
home including Charleston. Hours: Mon.-Thur.,
9am-8pm; Fri. & Sat., 9am-6pm; and Sun. 2-5pm.
Contact: Megan Summers at 843/805-6946 or at
(www.ccpl.org).
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